
“My time at DVSF ignited a passion for 
science – not just doing the research, 
but the people and communities that 
you get to be a part of along the way. 
Taking part in DVSF showed me that I 
too could contribute to science, which 
motivated a long road to graduate 
school, where I find myself trying to do 
the same thing.”

Ralph Lawton
MD-Ph.D. Candidate in Economics & Health Policy, Harvard Medical School (2028)

DEGREE: BS in Economics and Chemistry,  Duke University (2020)

Ralph is currently an MD/PhD student in Health Policy and Economics at Harvard University. Prior to 
that, he spent a year as an NBER research assistant with Duncan Thomas and Elizabeth Frankenberg 
and graduated from Duke University. His interdisciplinary research work has included studying the long-
term physiologic and economic ramifications of natural disasters (in particular the 2004 Indian Ocean 
Tsunami), international drivers of non-communicable disease, and the intersection of economic 
behavior with metabolic function and cognition. Much of this has involved work in Indonesia and 
included developing new methods for measuring health.
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